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though Barnardo's work was rooted in a soil continually
nourished by prayer, never did he, like George Muller,
claim to receive his support wholly in response to prayer.
His First Occasional Record makes his early position plain:
"I do not want to be mistaken or to be supposed to take
higher ground than that I really do. The funds have hitherto
not been supplied simply in answer to prayer, for I have from
time to time very freely made the need known to believers.'9
The thought, nevertheless, of being wholly dependent upon
prayer was, at this time, his ideal: "I can say that I never
read that remarkable book entitled Narrative of Facts, etc.,
by Mr, George Muller, of Bristol, . . . without feeling at
once encouraged by the example of what living faith in
God can do, and humbled by contrast with that unto which
/ have attained."
This was Barnardo's first official statement concerning
money affairs: his last was a clarion call to the Nation,
challenging her, in Christ's name, to rise up and provide
for her every child a reasonable start in life. Yet between
these two positions there was no fixed gulf; for, each
succeeding year, Barnardo saw more clearly that an essential
part of his ministry was to kindle in the hearts of his country-
men a fuller generosity on the Children's behalf. Hence,
almost imperceptibly, the challenge of his work led him
by stages from the former position to the latter. The death
of Carrots he considered a revelation from God. So his
pledge never again to refuse prompt admission to any
destitute child was to him a holy vow. But the fulfilment
of this pledge brought an ever-increasing inrush of destitute
children, thus compelling the purchase of more land, the
erection of new buildings, the extension of old ones, and the
freehold-purchase of properties previously held only on
lease. These advances, therefore, demanded a huge increase
in funds; and remarkable as was the increase that poured
in, such a programme as that undertaken in 1887 could
never have been met by a single year's donations. Mortgages